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The Honorable Doug Ducey
Governor of Arizona

State Capitol

1700 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Dear Governor Ducey,

| am calling on you to request consideration for commencement of a Presidential disaster
declaration for the State of Arizona to secure federal assistance for Gila Bend. As you know, all
requests for a declaration by the President that a major disaster exists shall be made by the
Governor of the affected State. Monsoon rains in Gila Bend caused immense flooding and
damage, leaving individuals stranded on roofs, and sadly taking several lives. Maricopa County
declared a local emergency and you issued a state of emergency, yet it is my understanding that
Arizona has not formally commenced the federal declaration process and that a preliminary
damage assessment has not been conducted.

This process should begin immediately so that Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) may understand the extent of damage, assess the impact on private and public
properties, and determine the types of federal assistance that may be available. Gila Bend has
suffered an enormous and shocking loss with many residents out of their homes and many
businesses destroyed. In the aftermath of the storm, it has become clear that the recovery needs
of Gila Bend are beyond their existing capabilities. We must do everything in our power to
ensure they have access to available federal resources to help in this regard.

| ask that you work immediately with the FEMA Regional Administrator and Arizona

Department of Emergency Management to move forward to provide the fullest recovery possible
for Arizona residents.

Sincerely,

Rt gl

Raul M. Grijalva
Member of Congress



